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Butler Collaborative for Families





General Membership Meeting Minutes
September 14, 2023 10:00 am - 11:30am
Monarch Place-Red Chimney Hall, 100 Brugh Avenue
Butler, PA  16001

The mission of the Butler Collaborative for Families is to build a unified and integrated network of services by using a multiple-agency approach to break down barriers and strengthen the system of care for individuals and families of Butler County.

I. Welcome

BCF Co-Chairs Becky Clouse and Linda Thoma

II. Review and approval of the June 2023 General Meeting minutes-M/S/C
III. Budget & Finance Committee Report- BCF Treasurer Janet Arida

             Restricted Funds:  $8812
       Unrestricted Funds:  $ 39833      Total: $48646
IV. New procedure: If you have any needs you want us to address, please write on post it notes and add to posters on the wall. We will address them at the end of meeting if need is urgent.

Featured Speaker:   Our Featured Speaker for September is Wendy Kinear who is the regional coordinator for Region 5 from the Midwestern Intermediate Unit IV. Did you know that there are students experiencing homelessness in Butler County?  Or that school districts have a different definition of "homelessness" than most agencies? Would you know how to help a child who can't enroll in school because of where they sleep at night?  This presentation will help you learn more! 
a. Homelessness is often to be thought of as only those who are chronically homeless, not often thought about families being homeless. 

b. 506 students in Butler were homeless in 2021-2022 school year. 

c. Statewide there are 40,003 students experiencing homelessness. 

d. 24% unaccompanied youth (about 700 kids in PA) 

e. Average homeless individual is a 7 year old child. 

f. Every school district has a homeless liaison. 

g. How do schools determine homelessness?

a. Natural disasters, fires, flooding, something that causes someone to lose their home. Schools can identify this. 

b. Domestic violence-if fleeing an unsafe situation, they can be experiences homelessness.

c. Thrown Out or runaway or evicted

d. Substandard housing: housing needs to be fixed, regular, and adequate

1. No utilities, tarps over roofs, boards on windows, overcrowded, dirt floor, holes, motel, hotel, camper, tent, pests

e. Doubled Up

1. Sharing housing with others due to loss of housing, economic hardship, or other reasons

f. Living in hotels and motels, trailers/tents/in camp grounds, barns, sheds, hunting cabins, storage units, garages, cars, abandoned buildings, emergency shelters, transitional housing

g. Also considered homeless- Migrant children, abandoned, throw-away, runaway children without a parent or legal guardian

h. Unaccompanied Youth-children who are not in physical custody of a parent or guardian. Host families do not obtain guardianship if they take in a student. 

a. Schools can stay in their school of origin the entire time they are homeless. 

b. Schools share transportation responsibilities to keep children in their original schools. Children can be enrolled immediately, without any proof.

i. Homeless awareness is during the month of November. 

j. Contact with any questions: 724-730-4859, wendy.kinnear@miu4.org

V. Updates

a. Please make sure we know your needs and gaps you are seeing. 

b. Please make sure you are taking your flyers home after the meetings. 
c. Bags for Buddies-gave them gift cards, learned about how the bus system works, helped many families
VI. Congratulate Volunteer Award Recipients:   2023 Youth Volunteer Awardees Kendyl Steighner and Natalya Cafasso, 2023 Adult Volunteer Awardee Bob Eidenshink, and 2023 Spirit of Collaboration Awardee Jayme Steighner. A special thank you to Jim Smith for the time he served on the executive board.
VII. Celebration of Collaboration Picnic: Thanks to all the hard working people behind the scenes to make it a success it was largely attended. 
VIII. Upcoming Events:
a. Remote Area Medical (RAM) Clinic November 11-12, 2023  VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!  To volunteer email Jean Bowen at JBowen@CCRinfo.org
1. Expecting 200 to 600 patients

2. Resource tables available for all members-All organizations that attend must sign a Waiver that you can only hand out information, you cannot take in information. 

3. This is open to everyone, we want patients to come. 

4. Need for general volunteers.  General support.  We need about 50 each day. 

5. Please let us know if you are planning on registering, so we can follow up if necessary.

6. Sign up until September 30th so we can order tables. 

b. Bundle up Butler-Children get to try on coats and get a coat for the winter. City Farmer’s Market, 

1. Can have a resource table here as well. 

c. REMINDER: Mini-grant applications are due at the end of October. 
1. Non-profit or house of worship needs to be the lead with 2 other organizations. 

2. If you have an idea, make sure that you reach out if you have any questions. 

d. Holiday Huddle: if you would like to help plan the Holiday Huddle, please contact bcfcoordinator@gmail.com
1. December 7th
2. We would like everyone to have resource tables. 
3. Many great things come out of the focused discussion groups. 

e. Nominations are being taken for Co-Chair, Vice Co-Chair, and Senior Community Member Representative. 
1. Check out bylaws to find out more information. 

2. With Co-Chair and Vice Co-Chair, we do have people that are willing and ready to serve again, however nominations are open. 

IX. Partnering Collaboratives Updates
a. Lhot  (Local Housing Options Team) Update: November 3 is Butler County Stand Down 11am to 1:30. 11am to 12pm is Veteran’s Only. American Legion Post 778 in Lyndora. We are taking registrations for vendors right now. 

b. BCPC (Butler County Prevention Council)-Met in August, meeting again Thursday, Sept 21 from 10 to 11:30. Prevention of child abuse. Primarily looking at strategic plan right now.  They have a great training, but haven’t been able to roll it out yet. Isaiah’s House-respite for foster families. Community Alliance Church-first Thursday of the month from 7pm to 8pm. Volunteers who are trauma informed/trauma trained. Kids are with volunteers, social workers work to help kids while volunteers care. Website: www.safehavenbutler.com, form for foster families to provide feedback, entire section that is about strengthening children, Fostering Music (free instruments to foster children), normally takes 2 to 3 years, they already have a house identified in Butler. 

c. ECEC (Early Childhood Education Council)-United Way was able to get a grant to help kindergarten transitions for next year. Trying to get the early childhood centers a little more engaged. 
X. Bylaw Update on code of conduct will be presented next month.  

XI. Agency Programming and Needs/Gaps Updates 
a. 2 weeks out for Calls to Action app developed by Helping Butler County. This will give people the opportunity to ask for help on the app and it will go out to everyone. Needs can be addressed and they will disappear as they go. We will also be able to track this for gap analysis. 

b. Does anyone know of place where people experiencing homelessness can store their items? A place where they can have access 24/7.  People tend to do this at the library, so where can they do this? We would like to find them a safe location to drop them off, so patrons are not wondering why unknown bags are there. Throw our resource cards with their bags. Grapevine Center? We need a convenient area for these people. 
c. Self-Care Fair at Library on September 23. 12pm to 2:30pm 
d. Can we make the resource cards digital with links to those services? Yes. Asking people to put QR code on the back. Greater Butler Food Bank is printing 3000 for the BCF. This card is for one or two points of entry for basic needs.  Then those partners will pass along other information to go to other resources. Agencies should make sure that they are listed on CCR list and 211. 

e. Every Friday through the end of September, 2525 Rochester Road.  Grant will double Snap purchases at the farmers market for up to $50. 

f. Newsletter submissions via website now. 

XII. Next General Meeting:  October 12th Monarch Place
XIII. Adjournment of Membership Meeting M/S/C
XIV. Agency networking, collaboration and information sharing
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