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Butler Collaborative for Families





General Membership Meeting
Date: April 14th, 2022 10:00a.m.-11:30am
Open Professional Networking 11:30am-12:00pm

100 Brugh Avenue
Butler, PA 16001

Red Chimney Hall – 1st Floor

The mission of the Butler Collaborative for Families is to build a unified and integrated network of services by using a multiple-agency approach to break down barriers and strengthen the system of care for individuals and families of Butler County.

I. Welcome and Introductions-Becky opened meeting at 10:07. Josh had everyone introduce themselves. 
II. Motion to Approve March minutes-Howie/Lorna approved

How did you decide to get involved in what you do and with the BCF? A great way to connect to the community and give back to the community. It is a great way for her to get tourism included.  Knowing that experiences and resources have been there for them in the past.  Trying to help others get the same experience and resources.  Got immersed in the world by being a parent and seeing other parents like this.  Realized that there were homeless living in the woods and wanted to start helping these people. Found out that people do not always know how to get the help.  

III. BCF Coordinator Position: Welcoming Our New Coordinator-Jim Smith, former fiduciary of the BCF. Retired from CCR and is now taking on the role of our coordinator. He would like to stay involved with the BCF. He enjoys helping people and wants to continue it. Would like to help make the BCF more visible. 

IV. BCF Strategic Plan Update-still actively working on this but hoping to raise our visibility.  We have been meeting with Chamber of Commerce to try and build a bigger relationship.  We are working on this. Trying to get input and show that the BCF is many agencies and businesses. Not just the executive board, but everyone involved. Once we have a draft, we will put it out to the general membership so that you can add your feedback.  People want the relationship with you in order to work together. They don’t want you to just show up and ask for things, they want to know what you do. It is important to have businesses also steering customers in the right direction.  It is great that businesses can make those connections to send people to places to get help. Not just giving them a number, but helping them make the connection.
V. Celebration of Collaboration Ad Hoc Committee
a. No general membership meetings in July and August. We do have this celebration in July. 
b. Executive committee has created a few different things that need to be included. We want to recognize a youth volunteer and an adult volunteer that helps in the community. It does not need to be someone in BCF, but anyone in the community.  We will be celebrating those individuals there. This year we also want to recognize someone that has been doing the work day in and day out. We want to honor someone who is really speaking to the spirit of the BCF.  We will send this out at a later date.  
c. We give an update on recipients of the mini grant.  We also usually have a couple guest speakers. It really is a time of fellowship.  
d. We have a few people that will be on the committee from the executive committee. We want someone from general membership to serve as a chair for the committee.  
e. Kayla Fleming will be chairing this committee. kfleming@adagiohealth.org
VI. Butler Health Care Consortium and BCF Career and Resource Fair May 12th, 2022 8:30am-4:30pm

a. How to register for a table

b. Anyone who wants to get their organization out with jobs, interns, volunteers, etc. 
c. What to expect: Anyone who is collaborating is appropriate. It is mostly job seekers, but it is a way to get your organizations.  It will help get information out to everyone. Primary focus is on job providers trying to give information for jobs. Be mindful of the tone. Are you accepting interns or volunteers?  $10 fee for lunch
d. Butler Succeed will be the speaker for our meeting that we will be holding at the same location. 

VII. Subcommittee Reports:
a. Budget and Finance Committee – Janet Arida
Restricted:  $9950.18 
   Non-Restricted:  35,271.55    
      Total: $45,221.73
b. Resource and Development Committee – Dr. Elan Welter-Lewis 
i. If you or your organization would like to partner on a training for the community, please contact Dr. Elan Welter-Lewis at 724-284-9440.  
VIII. Partnering Collaborative Updates:
a. Butler County Prevention Council (BCPC)– Amanda Feltenberger  
i. The group reviewed the survey results at its Strategic Planning Session on Friday, April 1 and will use the results to help guide the development of the next Child Abuse Prevention Strategic Plan.  We will resume our regular monthly meetings on April 21st.  Our meetings are held on the 3rd Thursday of each month at 10am via zoom. If you are interested in participating, please contact Amanda Feltenberger at afeltenb@co.butler.pa.us
ii. Front Porch Program is also looking to do more events, so contact Amanda if you want to be involved with this. 
iii. Josh Shipp spoke about a week ago that talked about the power of one caring adult. It is a way to show how important it is for a child to just have one person in their life to help. It was a partnership with ECEC and several school districts. 
b. If you want to receive newsletter, you will need to sign up for it on the website. We do not want to automatically send it to you, if you are not interested in it. 

IX. Open forum on Service/System Gaps, Resource Needs, and Community Needs

a. Becky Clouse – Butler Transport Discussion Invitation-There are still a lot of gaps. At the housing summit, we had three main topics.  This was the highest priority.  We are trying to find other options that are more than just a Band-Aid.  Talked to Commissioner Geyser about finding transit for people. We need to find what we can do for non-medical transportation. We struggle getting people home with groceries, as bus cannot take them with too many. Scheduled, April 19th, 11am, Zoom meeting, We have about 15 people.  Let’s see what resources are available, what other counties are doing, and what are next steps are.  If you want to be involved, Rebecca.clouse@butlerhealthsystem.  Can we get businesses involved as well? 
b. Deadline is May 1st to sign up for the job fair.  

c. Any other gaps that we are seeing? Butler Succeed-bringing people to the table to work together. We feel like there is a lot of information and people don’t always know where to go. Events seem to be going to Butler County Tourism. Collaborations and issues, it seems we go the Institute of Non Profit Leadership. Those seem to be the two places to go for things. 
d. Do we set up tents at Butler events, such as a Foodie Fridays? This could create involvement.  The coordinator position is evolving, so this is something that we could possibly do in the future.  

e. Agency walk is being coordinated to try to help people in the community.  

f. Hope is Dope Community Series-6:30-8:30-Butler Grand Ballroom-First 3 Tuesdays in May. This is a class that helps talk about the neuro components of addiction and the brain chemistry. This is meant to engage concerned members of the community about the nature of addiction. Anybody could use this information to help themselves. Hope is Dope Community Series: pre-register or more info at www.bc3.edu/hope or email kenneth.clowes@bc3.edu 
g. Fishing for Memories-Communities Care Challenge-Sign up to do four random acts of kindness for people in their communities. Doesn’t cost anything but would like to help people do things.

h. Community Alliance Church, April 27, a Refuel event. Can you send a blurb for the newsletter? 

i. LGBTQ services are not really available in Butler. We would like to get the Butler Chapter of Pflaq up again.  We really want to give people to be open about which they are and have places they can speak up and feel comfortable about. 

j. We may be able to fix some gaps, only if people share. United Way can help some of the challenges that we face. 

X. Agency Updates

XI. Next Meeting:  May 12th , 2022 at Tanglewood Center – Speaker Butler SUCCEED
XII. Adjournment of Membership Meeting Howie/
XIII. Open Professional Networking 11:30am-12:00pm
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