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Butler Collaborative for Families





General Membership Meeting Minutes
June 8, 2023 10:00 am - 11:30am
Monarch Place-Dedication Hall  100 Brugh Avenue
Butler, PA  16001

The mission of the Butler Collaborative for Families is to build a unified and integrated network of services by using a multiple-agency approach to break down barriers and strengthen the system of care for individuals and families of Butler County.

I. Welcome

BCF Co-Chairs Becky Clouse and Linda Thoma

II. Review and approval of the May 2023 General Meeting minutes M/S/C
III. Budget & Finance Committee Report- BCF Treasurer Janet Arida

             Restricted Funds:  $8812.68
       Unrestricted Funds:  $39,833.41  
      Total: $48,646.09
IV. Featured Speaker:   Our Featured Speaker for June is Norma Norris who is the Executive Director of the nonprofit CANDLE, Inc. She is the developer of the parent/child drug prevention program called Reality Tour that has educated over 10,000 Butler residents.  Prior to attaining certification as a Prevention Specialist, Mrs. Norris had a 20-year career as an account executive at Butler Radio.  During her adult life she has been active in the community from establishing the Heroes of the Homeland campaign to support our troops, to creating a Teen Mom Mentoring program that was featured at an international Soroptimist conference.
Mrs. Norris is a lifelong Butler resident who has celebrated over 50 years of marriage with her husband ‘Chuck    Norris’. She is the mother of three sons and enjoys being a grandmother of seven.
a. Xylazine is an animal tranquilizer being used in drugs.  There is nothing that can reverse the effects of xylazine.  Already in Butler County. 
b. Most youth aren’t using drugs, but those that do are experiences a doubled death rate in a year. 
c. Fentanyl is the main cause. 2.55million youth vape. Fentanyl can be in vapes. 6 out of 10 fake pills have fentanyl. 
d. New terminology-Fentanyl poisoning vs. overdose.
e. Parents are the most powerful drug prevention tool when knowledgeable. 
f. Everyone should have access to a program that educates parent and child. 
g. Reality tour components:

a. Traumatic Scenes: Arrest, Imprisonment, ER, Funeral. 
b. Coping Skills: Inform on top drugs and emerging trends, healthy behaviors, teen brain development, and 4 week home prevention launch. 
c. First Person Accounts: local law enforcement, recovery spokesperson

h. Currently have two sites running in Cranberry and Mars. Butler is currently reorganizing. 
i. Protection Motivation Theory-not a scare tactic. It is dealing with things that are really happening. 

V. Leadership Butler County scholarship is being awarded to Claire Clark from the Greater Pittsburgh Food Bank.  She is the Butler liaison. Congratulations Claire!
VI. Business Spotlight:  The Business Spotlight is Lisa Hunt with USX Federal Credit Union sharing with us the benefits of BCF membership and the perks available to employees of BCF member organizations.
a. BCF members can join the USX Federal Credit Union

b. Can get loans for various services through credit union at a cheaper amount. 

c. Will help you know how to reach requirements to get to the loan you need. 

VII. Upcoming Events
a. Remote Area Medical (RAM) Clinic November 11-12, 2023 VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!  To volunteer email Jean Bowen at JBowen@CCRinfo.org
1. 129 people already signed up to volunteer, but need 500. 400 will be general support; about 100 will be those with medical licenses. 

2. Resource tables for organizations available. Sign-up this week to help for planning. 

b. CELEBRATION of COLLABORATION Picnic scheduled for July 13, 2023 at Carousel Shelter at Alameda Park.      Bring one dish to add to the food. Meat will be from When Pigs Fly and also hoagies from The Hoagie Shop.
c. REMINDER:  Nominations are being received for Adult & Youth Volunteer of the Year and 

                                                                   for individuals who exhibit the Spirit of Collaboration in our community.                  
VIII. Partnering Collaboratives Updates
a. LHOT-Stand Friday, November 3rd
b. Prevention Council-Events throughout April. Bowling event from CAC was a great success. Last Thursday of Month for meeting in July. 

c. ECEC-Week of the Young Child event wasn’t as well attended as it has been in the past. Only about 100 participants in the event. It was a great event, just wish there were more families. Information is going out with books and information to local libraries and little free libraries. 

d. Still have some resource cards available. Is there a way to have a printable version on this made for regular size papers. 

IX. Agency Programming and Needs/Gaps Updates 

a. CAC-human trafficking task force is being developed in Butler County. Identifying protocols for the county with what is best for Butler County. There is a ton of information out there, but the information that is being passed out should be focused on Butler County.  There is a screening form that can be handed out if there is a concern. 
a. Utilize the list of phone numbers from the Human Trafficking Taskforce. 

b. So far task force is made up of representatives from CAC, VOICe, Court Admin office, DA’s office, and CYS office. Also, members of law enforcement, judges, etc. 

b. Butler County Anti-racism Task Force

a. Juneteenth is coming up-using this as a way to make people aware. Doing an observation with an evening of food, fellowship, and singing. Justice Choir Songbook. 5pm to 7pm on June 19th at the YWCA. 

c. Butler SUCCEED

a. Working on tile flower boxes that people are writing on things about recovery.  Tile flower boxes will be sold to help their recovery programs. If you would like to do tiles, come get a box and bring it back. Idea is to have people’s stories of recovery all over the streets. 

d. Greater Pittsburgh Food Bank

a. Working with 3 different school districts with food distribution, Moniteau, Karns City, and Knoch.  

b. Once a month throughout the summer. Next Monday at Karns City. Please let people know.  It’s open to people anywhere. They are not collecting any information. 
e. Institute of Non-Profit Learning

a. What’s A Kid to Do? Pamphlet will be out tomorrow. 

b. Book with stories about recovery available at Butler Succeed and on Amazon. 

f. YMCA-Reach and Rise

a. Now offering one to one mentoring for kids 6 to 17. 

b. Hoping to serve at least 25 kids by the end of the year. 

c. Looking for kids and adult matches for kids at both Butler YMCA locations. 

d. Would meet once a week for one to three hours. 

g. Evig

a. Heart Reach Cards-any foster child or any child that qualifies for free or reduced lunches. Portion of funds of cards that are sold, plus money sent directly from QR codes will go to the child when they turn 18. 

h. South Western PA Legal Aid will be merging with another organization. It will not affect Butler County, but counties surrounding. It will help with areas around.  Low Income Tax clinic is available where attorneys can help with remedies for their problems. 

i. Carelon Behavior Earth formally known as Beacon Health Options-

a. Monday, June 26-Westmoreland County Picnic

b. Monday, June 29-Washington County Picnic

c. Forums are coming back in person with some great speakers. Two regional forums will happen. One in Cranberry Township and one in Irwin. Look for flyers soon. 

j. Jim Smith has decided to step down as the coordinator of Butler Collaborative for Families.  It has been a great 14 months. 

k. A call for replacement of the coordinator will be out in the very near future. We are possibly making some changes to this role as well. 

l. We are streamlining the admission for the submissions to newsletters. 

m. Can get a free license plate today if your one is fading at Marci Mustello’s office. 

X. Next General Meeting:  July 13th Celebration of Collaboration Picnic at Alameda Park Carousel Shelter 

                                                        3pm – 5-pm
XI. Adjournment of Membership Meeting 
XII. Agency networking, collaboration and information sharing
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