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Butler Collaborative for Families





General Membership Meeting Minutes
Date: February 9, 2023 10:00 am - 11:30am
Monarch Place-Dedication Hall 100 Brugh Avenue
Butler, PA  16001

The mission of the Butler Collaborative for Families is to build a unified and integrated network of services by using a multiple-agency approach to break down barriers and strengthen the system of care for individuals and families of Butler County.

I. Welcome – Becky Clouse
II. Review and approval of the January 2023 General Meeting minutes

Moved – Ken Clowes / Second – Debbie Crum / Minutes approved 
III. Budget & Finance Committee Report- BCF Treasurer Janet Arida
             Restricted Funds:  $5900.18 
       Unrestricted Funds:  $36,123.89  
      Total: $42,023.87
IV. Brief Introductions
a. Update:  Remote Area Medical (RAM) Clinic Update and Volunteer Opportunities – Lynn McKinnis
1. November 11 & 12, 2023, Butler Intermediate High School. Thank you, Dr. White!!
2. Butler RAM will be a medium/large size clinic
3. Main sponsor, Concordia Lutheran Ministries. Concordia will match dollar for dollar up to $100,000 for the RAM clinic
4. Letters going out to healthcare professionals in the Butler area: doctors, dentists, eye doctors, nurses to volunteer at the clinic
5. We need help! Sign up for the BCF Ad-hoc team:
b. Need representatives from every school district – Dr. White will connect Lynn to the school districts
c. Planning for the event: Hospitality, Marketing (spreading the word), Resources, etc….
d. To sign up to be on the BCF Ad-hoc (planning committee) email Jean Bowen at jbowen@ccrinfo.org
V. Update:  Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) – Jean Bowen
a. Five locations: Clearview Mall, Slippery Rock, Cranberry, Kittanning, St. Luke’s Lutheran in Cabot

b. BCF members are welcome to set up outreach tables Monday - Friday at the tax office, Clearview Mall (across from Pearle Vision)
c. VITA has already completed 383 tax returns in less than 2 weeks – Thank you VITA Team!
d. The goal is 2500 completed tax returns, appointment availability for 2800

e. Income guidelines: $50,000 per tax return. 

f. To schedule, call 724-431-3767. Please be patient! They are receiving 100 calls a day and have limited resources to return calls. 

g. Benefit to getting taxes done through VITA – IRS certified tax preparers, electronic filing, it’s free!! and if needed, client will be connected to CCR for additional resources
VI. Featured Speaker:  Jesse Sprajcar, Director of Regional Impact Initiatives
                                                              United Way of Southwest Pennsylvania

Prior to joining United Way in the fall of 2015, Jesse served as Director of Programs and Outreach and Interim Executive Director for “Communities In Schools of Pittsburgh-Allegheny County” and as a classroom teacher for Penn Hills School District. For over 17 years, Jesse has worked within the non-profit and public education fields to develop positive relationships with parents, teachers, administrators, students, human service organizations and community members. He currently is actively engaged in over a dozen human service committees and memberships working to make a positive impact on the region’s most vulnerable communities and neighbors in need. Jesse has worked to establish systems to promote efficiency while in the classroom and throughout his years in nonprofit management. As the cornerstone of his work, Jesse focuses on clear and open communication with all stakeholders and utilizes data management throughout the process to ensure quality and execution of support to help community members that need it the most.
a. Mission of the United Way of Southwestern PA: United Way of Southwestern PA mobilizes our entire community – businesses, agencies, volunteers and individual donors – to deliver innovative solutions to age-old problems and create equitable opportunities for all. 
b. Investment priorities: Building success in school and life; Meeting basic needs; and Moving toward financial stability

c. Promoting: School readiness and Volunteering
d. Professional offerings:  Racial Wealth Gap experience and Poverty Spiral Simulation

e. Request 2-1-1 materials via https://pa211sw.org or by contacting local United Way office
f. Commitment to Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion

g. 2-1-1: Connecting people to health and human services in Southwestern PA

h. https://pa211sw.org
- new website! 

i. Search “Services” to find resources in your zip code

ii. 2-1-1 Counts: to find data (great for grant writing!)

iii. Service Providers: update your information here – Get Listed, Request Password, Service Provider Login
i. More than 2500 calls, texts and chats for Butler County in 2022; Top needs: Housing, Utilities, Food; Top referrals: Catholic Charities, Center for Community Resources, Lighthouse Foundation, Salvation Army, Dollar Energy; 47% increase in contacts between January 2022 and January 2023

j. For more information and/or a copy of today’s power point, contact:  

Jesse Sprajcar, Director of Regional Impact Initiatives, jesse.sprajcar@unitedwayswpa.org


Amy Franz, Regional Vice President, amy.franz@unitedwayswpa.org
Jared Stewart, Impact Coordinator, jared.stewart@unitedswpa.org
k. The United Way of SWPA powerpoint is available by request by emailing to BCFCoordinator@gmail.com
Questions:

a. Where can we find the ALICE Report? Alice Report is Asset Limited, Income Constrained, Employed. Information on ALICE can be found at https://www.uwp.org/alice/about-alice/
b. Are training materials available via the website? No, however, UW does make the Racial Wealth Gap and the Poverty Spiral available upon request. 

VII. Agency Spotlight:  Greater Pittsburgh Community Food Bank—Erin Spangler, Project Director, Community Impact Initiative 
a. GPCFB wants to make better connections within Butler County to serve the needs of the community
b. GPCFB did great work during COVID – thank you!, able to get food out to those in need

c. GPCFB is looking for solutions to work with and within the communities that will be of better service

d. Food Distributions:  Walk-up, downtown Butler, 4th Tuesday of the Month 4:30pm – 6pm; Lernerville Speedway, 4th Tuesday of the Month 11am – 12:30pm (Both locations are open to anyone in need of food)

e. GPCFB will help people apply for SNAP:  Call 1-833-822-7627 or Text “SNAP” to 412-435-4446
f. GPCFB is supporting children in Butler County through federal programs, summer feeding programs, working with school districts, offers impact grants available to school districts for food equipment needs, providing marketing supplies, banners and yard signs.

g. Last year, St. Vincent served 441 kids weekly, Grace Project served 52- kids weekly, Moniteau serviced 50 kids weekly

h. Summer food programs (target area)

i. 2021 – served 320,000 meals

ii. 2022 – served 33,770 meals

iii. Severe drop in those that could be served mostly due to federal funding. 

i. GPCFB wants to work with you, Collective Initiative Directive – by developing a Butler County Working Group. They are looking for people who live and work in Butler County to work with the food bank. GPCFB acknowledges that they cannot do this alone, they need your expertise and knowledge of the needs in Butler County. 

j. Upcoming changes: SNAP benefits go back to pre-covid amounts, emergency allotments are ending, EFFECTIVE MARCH 1, 2023
k. For more information, contact Erin Spangler, 412-460-3663 x 498 | espangler@pittsburghfoodbank.org
VIII. Subcommittee Reports: 
a. Marketing & Events Committee Report
i. The Executive Committee of the BCF is seeking to recruit members to participate on Marketing & Events Committee

ii. SAVE THE DATE:  May 8, 2023, 9am – 3pm @ BC3 Founder’s hall
BCF & Butler County Health Care Consortium, Career & Resource Fair
iii. SAVE THE DATE:  May 9, 2023, 5:30pm – 7:30pm (TODAY)
Butler Chamber & BCF Mixer @ Sons & Daughters of Italy (338 S. Main Street, Butler)

b. Resource and Development Committee – no report

IX. Partnering Collaborative Updates:
a. Butler County Prevention Council (BCPC) – Amanda Feltenberger – no report
b. Butler County Local Housing Options Team (LHOT) – Allyson Rose
The 2023 Unsheltered Point in Time Count was one of the largest outreach efforts that has been completed in several years thanks to all the volunteers. Four teams canvassed much of the county and were able to identify 2 unsheltered individuals sleeping in their vehicles.   They did not accept shelter that morning.  Street Outreach is a great opportunity to provide outreach, education and increased awareness about individuals who are without a home and what resources are available them in our community. A similar outreach is being planned for this Summer – more information to come if you would like to join an outreach team!
c. Butler County Early Care and Education Council (ECEC) – Julie Thumma
The next meeting of the Butler County Early Care & Education Council will be held Thursday, 2/16/23 from 1-2:30 p.m. via zoom. All are welcome. Contact the Council Coordinator at jthumma@lifesteps.net for more information.

Butler Co. Week of the Young Child Celebration: The Week of the Young Child Celebration will be held in-person this year on Friday, April 28th from 2-7 p.m. at the Butler Farm Show (Exhibit Halls) in conjunction with the Book Fest (book sale) that will also be taking place that weekend. This year’s theme is “Learning is Everywhere” which will focus on reminding families that learning can/should take place wherever they are, using their imaginations and whatever is in their environment.  Information inviting community participation as vendors/sponsors/volunteers will be in the next BCF newsletter.

Kindergarten Registration Information: The Butler County ECEC has gathered information about the Kindergarten Registration and Transition Process for each of the local school districts and will include a link to the information in the next BCF newsletter. 

X. Community Updates
a. Ken Clowes, BC3 – Discover Recovery: A Community Dialogue on Addiction Treatment, to sign up for this free event https://news.bc3.edu/event/discover-recovery-2/, March 7, 2023, 7:30am – 11am

b. Ken Clowes, BC3 – Hope is Dope for professionals, for more information email kenneth.clowes@bc3.edu
c. Tricia Pritchard, BC3 – Personal Empowerment Training, next session starts February 2. Contact Tricia at tricia.pritchard@bc3.edu | 724-287-8711 x 8281 | bc3.edu/empowerment

d. Tricia Pritchard, BC3 – with a First Energy Foundation grant, offering Personal Empowerment Training for those in recovery, at no charge. The first session starts February 28. Contact Tricia at tricia.pritchard@bc3.edu | 724-287-8711 x 8281

e. Tricia Pritchard, BC3 – Twilight Wish Happy Hour Benefit – help us to grant wishes to seniors. Thursday, February 23 @ The Back Alley (inside Family Bowlaway), $15/donation
f. Alice Del Vecchio, SRU Institute for Nonprofit Leadership – Anti-Poverty Coalition has created a youth working group with a focus on helping youth living in generational poverty to break the cycle. Contact Alice for more information or to join the conversation: alice.delvecchio@sru.edu | 724-738-2414

g. Jim Smith, BCF Coordinator – general announcements:

i. 2023 BCF Membership Drive – currently 51 members, if you haven’t turned in your membership information, you may be hearing from Jim. Contact Jim with any questions: bcfcoordinator@gmail.com
ii. Anyone can join the BCF as a community member at zero cost (see butlerfamilies.com for details)
iii. Newsletter – submit your events or information, text not to exceed 50 words, attach flyers for distribution to the BCF membership to bcfcoordinator@gmail.com
iv. Literature table – Thank you for sharing your resources and information, this table will be available at BCF general meetings. Please remember to take your left-over resources with you.

v. Snacks are provided at all meetings – Please help yourself! 
XI. Next General Meeting:  March 9th at 10:00 am – 11:30 Monarch Place

               
Featured Speaker:  Danielle Schmidt, Butler County Child Advocacy Center

Agency Spotlight:  Bob Sherwin, Bethany Christian Services’ Refugee Resettlement initiative

XII. Adjournment of Membership Meeting 

Moved– Jim Smith / Second – Cindy MacTaggart / passed
XIII. “Networking With a Purpose” for February:   Erin Spangler, Greater Pittsburgh Community Food Bank

                                                                                   Establish a GPCFB “Working Group” in Butler County 
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