Butler Collaborative for Families

www.butlerfamilies.com
General Membership Meeting
Date: May 13, 2021 10:00a.m. 
The mission of the Butler Collaborative for Families is to build a unified and integrated network of services by using a multiple-agency approach to break down barriers and strengthen the system of care for individuals and families of Butler County.

I. Welcome and Introductions- Mandy welcomed everyone and had everyone introduce themselves. 
II. Approval of April minutes emailed last week and yesterday. 
Howie/Janet approved
III. Presenters: 
a.  Ken Clowes-BC3-Community Leadership Initiative Program-Hope is Dope, 
i. Person in-recovery, came to Butler 7 years ago. Knowing he had more potential he wanted to make the most of what he could through what he learned. 
ii. Center Assistant at BC3 Community Leadership Initiative Program, Drug and Alcohol Instructor, Lifeguard at YMCA

iii. Hope is Dope-Opioid Initiative-Steve True wrote some books on his experience with people in recovery.  Steve was his counselor years ago.
iv. Hope is Dope-book by Steve True.  Based on getting clients off drugs was trying to get talking to your brain about what is going on.  You can manipulate your neurochemistry without drugs and alcohol.  He based his model of counseling from this and wrote a book. Very easy read and he’s able to break it down for anyone to understand. Brain Chemistry to techniques can be found in the book. Yoga, Meditation, Eating right, etc. 

v. Holistic approach, Mind, Body, Spirit. 

vi. Recovery should be individually focused. Everyone has different goals and focuses to recover. It is better to work with the individual to help them recover. 

vii. 3 Week Hope Is Dope-Reset your Brain Community Series. June 7, 14, 21 at the Art Center 6pm to 8pm. Free and open to the public, but would like people to register online.  www.BC3.edu/reset to get to the initiative. 

· Each class goes through a portion of the book. If you can’t make it to all three, come to what you can. 

· Professionals can attain 6 CEUs. 

· We do it at least 2 times a year. 

· Also offer it through grants. 
viii. Hope is Dope 10 week program offered through grants. 

· Go through the book like the other program. 

· Also, bring in nutritionists to talk to them. 

· Works through with therapy. 

· Goes through the second book about spirituality.  

· Steve can appeal to pretty much anyone without offending them. He will use language to fit anyone’s spirituality. He gets you to a certain mindset.  Book: New Eyes-Unifying Vision of Science and Spirituality. 

· Bringing in professionals from fields throughout the entire program.  Help build the grey context for Decision making and rationality. 

· Take them on outdoor adventures to help with good neurochemistry. 

· Under 200% of the poverty line to join the next program coming up. They can join if they just need help. Audience 
ix. Hope Nights-Flyers sent to Glenda to be sent out. 
· Third Thursday of every month at the Art Center or a different location. Live music and improv. It is a place for people to come together to enjoy an evening if they are struggling with recovery or supporting those recovering recovery. 

· Hope Nights are for anyone, not just those tied to the Hope is Dope program. 

· Not about learning but will bring some of that information to the program. 

x. June 24th-Art Center painting, July 22nd. Corn hole Tournament-Diamond Park, August-Life Size Angry Birds at Memorial Park, September-Story sharing
xi. Questions: 

· Janet really applauds the work you are doing.  Short documentary on YouTube.  It is called Motthaven. Made by a social worker that works with troubled kids in the Bronx. He uses hip hop therapy.  If you don’t mind language, it is a very powerful film about connections and unusual ways of connecting with people.  Stretches the boundaries of what people think of therapy. 

· Steve is very positive, and some people can find him to positive, because he believes you can cure addiction. 

· Jim thinks it is very beneficial to look into these programs because it will give you a better awareness of what is going on in these individuals that have gone through addiction.  If you haven’t gone through addiction, it is a good way to get an understanding.

a. Ken understood more once he went to this program to learn about his brain and why he would relapse. 

b. This helps lessen the stigma of addiction to the general public.  

c. The way it is explained makes it really click for people. Everyone can benefit from learning about this program in our community.  
· Janet-if they have any space to allow us to come in to talk about grief, she would be happy to come in. 
· Josh-How do we as BCF and community to keep this front and center and help with any needs you might have for this program?
a. Share this information.  Steve knows that getting this information out is helpful. 

b. There are multiple people running Hope is Dope programs in smaller settings.  

c. Need volunteers with Hope Nights.  Place to have conversations with people in recovery. 

d. Turn information into a self-running program. 

e. Encourage conversation and correspondence. 

Thanks for inviting me. You all play a vital role in this community and I’m thankful to be part of it. (Ken)
IV. Subcommittee/ Ad-hoc Committee Reports

Budget and Finance – Janet Arida, janetarida@gmail.com
 Restricted: $11,159.65     Unrestricted: $29,      Total: $40,697.52
Butler County Prevention Council – Amanda Feltenberger  AFeltenb@co.butler.pa.us 
We are at the beginning stages at our next 3 year strategic plan.  We are focusing on preventing child abuse.  We are developing a survey for the community.  We are really focusing strengthening families. Focusing on protective aspects to help ending child abuse.  We are starting to talk to schools about issues and gaps at the schools, systems, and families.  We are working with schools to see exactly what concerns they have going into next year.  What are the aps and barriers that the community can come in and help fill.  We talked to Karns City, but plan to talk to other schools as well to help us make connections with families and where to help them meet basic needs. Look for the survey and we will share information we gather as time goes on. 
Butler County Early Care and Education Council (ECEC) – Julie Thumma  jthumma@lifesteps.net
One of the subcommittees works with transition work with our school districts.  So we are working on talking to schools and the increased needs of social support and services. Seneca Valley is one of the schools running summer sessions for gaps. 
Save the Date-Josh Shipp-national speaker-Everyone can make a difference in the life of children.  We have a collaborative effort to bring him back October 20th, 6:30pm. Seneca Valley, BASD, Early Learning Connection. It will be live from Seneca Valley and streamed at Butler and Slippery Rock.  Goal is that anyone can be part of this.  We may be looking for additional money for marketing and refreshments, so we may be reaching out to the BCF.  BCPC has a small budget each year, so you can reach out to them too. 

Main fee is covered, but advertising and refreshments aren’t covered yet. 

Gave out 360 activity bags handed out at local libraries.  Materials that would help kids work on things like fine motor. We had an online virtual learning opportunities with online classrooms.  We had story times read by many agencies. Every Butler School District had a principal reading a story to the children.  
Local Housing Options Team – Allyson Rose ARose@co.butler.pa.us
There is a huge amount of money available in the community that can be used to go 12 months back in rental assistance and 3 month forward and also 12 months back in assistance and 3 month forward in utilities.  The criterion is 80% of the area median which is fairly high.  Call CCR and ask for Emergency Rental Assistance Program. 724-431-0095

 Marketing –  Howie  Dittman helpingbutlercounty@gmail.com
We will be developing some specific marketing areas to the business community.  We are going to try to do that over the next couple weeks.  We want to get more local business involved. 
Marketing materials are being developed for the Celebration of Collaboration. More information will follow. 
Resource and Development – Elan Welter-Lewis   elanwl@familypathways.net
The Resource and Development committee has discussed a variety of training opportunities, including a potential partnership with SRU for their "Foundations in Creative Leadership and Design Thinking". We are also working on an ongoing digital calendar to link members to training opportunities held throughout the county. Please join us for our monthly meeting directly following the General Membership meeting as we continue to discuss strategies to meet the needs of the BCF! Contact Kortney McConnell for information: kmcconnell@familypathways.net 
Safe Kids – Jill McDonald  jmmcdona@co.butler.pa.us 
We met this morning and we are going to be doing some events. Healthy Kids day on May 21st. We are going to try to do Jeep fest.  We will be meeting in July. 
V. Jim Smith if people are not sure whether they are eligible for ERAP, they can contact us.  
VI. Amanda-

a. 80% of area median of a family of 4 is about $66,000 for rentals. Can only be applied to rentals. 

b. Single individual $46,500.

c. Other requirements. Some decrease in income, they were on unemployment, or they will attest to the fact that they had an increase to expenses. 

d. This is run in every county but they need to go to the ERAP section of whichever county they are in. 

e. As long as college students have a lease, they can still apply for this help.  

VII. Announcements

a. Family Pathways-Outdoor Carnival-we need to find people who can be a foster parent for older youth. We see a need for this.  We fill them up quickly. Teenagers and members of the LGBTQIA community seem the hardest for us to place. 
b. Butler YMCA-Reach and Rise programs for the summer. We are in contact with a church in Chicora to expand services to the North. Healthy Kids Day-May 21st at 3pm at the YMCA. 
c. Caring Place is doing a monthly web series on the 1st Wednesday from 2:30pm to 3:30pm.  www.highmarkcaringplace.com
d. The 27th Housing Authority of the County of Butler Scholarship is open for application.  It is open to anyone (including family members) who resides in HACB properties.  I will send info to be distributed. Thanks!
e. Senior Popup Event-11am to 1pm tomorrow.  Anyone is welcome to join; it is from 11 to 1pm at Trinity church. 
f. June 17th-Grapevine Recovery Fest
g. Lisa Gill-Overdose Coalition-September 18th Recovery Picnic and Walk-open to anyone in recovery and anyone that supports them. There will also be a survey coming out for adults to fill out. 
h. Butler County D&A Adult Survey Link: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/ButlerAdultSurvey
i. Bethany Christian Services-Safe Families For Children program in Butler County 
i. Looking to launch this program in Butler. It speaks to families helping families.  We would like to get churches in different areas to sponsor it.  Individuals can also do it themselves.  This is a program that is a stop gap for parents. The parents work with the host families to help these families get their children back.  They work together to help get children back with their families, but also gain help from the host families. Contact me for more information.  email : lwsmith@bethany.org Ph. 724.719.8543.
j. Speaker Jam-CSP-Alameda Park on Wednesday, May 26th, 11am.  This is where people come and talk about their recoveries.  We received a grant through Beacon Health Options to serve a nice lunch.  You need to call Butler County Human Services to reserve. 724-284-5114. Please call by May 21st. 
k. CSP-Art Show-June 23 to 26, opens to view artwork from folks in our community. 
l. Fishing Fundamentals-May 29th, 1pm to 5pm.  How to tie knots, etc.  We will have information on our Fishing For Memories Facebook page. 
m. Lighthouse Foundation and Fishbone Ministries-Cooking Classes.  3rd Thursday of the month from 5 to 7 at Jacob’s House-Fishbone Ministries. We provide the ingredients to learn and also ingredients to go home and make. 
n. Is there anything about human trafficking in our community? Is there anyone dealing with this? Mandy suggested talking to Josh and Denna at Butler Children’s Advocacy Center and also Kaeleen at VoICE. VoICE does training, but there isn’t an actual coalition.  Jim recommends contacting children and youth services.  They have regulatory requirements governing CYS, so good place to go to find out the information about resources.  724-284-5114-Charlie Johns would be the contact person. 
o. Neighborhood Legal-They have a grant that deals with victims of crime. They deal with a lot of custody cases, so they have a lot of history in how courts are handling things and what the gaps are, let us know if we can help in any way with BCPC. 
p. Still looking for our BCF Coordinator replacement.  Reach out for any information.  
VIII. Next Meeting: June 10, 2021 Location TBD
IX. Adjournment Allen/Lisa
	BCF 2021 Calendar


	                  JANUARY
· New officers take over
· Mini-grant updates if applicable
· Exec Committee – conflict of interest forms
· SPEAKER: Chris West, Gr. Pgh. Comm. Food Bank
	FEBRUARY
· SPEAKER: David Nock, Sleep in Heavenly Peace
· BCF Executive Retreat
	MARCH
· Exec. Comm. review bylaws-subcommittee structure

· SPEAKER: Dr. Kathy Selvaggi, Erin Stewart RN BSN, Community Wellness Initiative
· Butler Health Systems


	APRIL
· Week of the Young Child

· Child Abuse/Sexual Assault Month

· SPEAKER: Sovochka,Feltenberger,Merchant
· Amber Crowe
	MAY

· SPEAKER:  

	JUNE
· Commissioners re: proclamation at Celebration picnic
· SPEAKER: 

	JULY
· Celebration of Collaboration (replaces General Membership Mtg
· Mini-grant reports for December awards if applicable
· No Executive Committee Meeting
	AUGUST
· Executive Committee meeting
· No General Membership Meeting
· Executive Committee Fall Retreat         
· Bundle Up Butler Planning begins

	SEPTEMBER
· Suicide Task Force (2nd week)
· Announce mini-grant availability (if applicable)
· Fall Festival Day
· SPEAKERS:

· Merry Resource Fair planning

	OCTOBER

· Bundle Up Butler Give away Day
· Nomination of New Officers
· Send out membership invoices

· Mini-Grant Deadline 10-29, 2021
· SPEAKER: 
	NOVEMBER

· SPEAKER: 
· Officer Election

· Request checks for mini-grant 

· Brief presentation by Mini-Grant applicants and Vote on Mini-Grants

· Acceptance/Rejection letters sent to MG applicants
· RSVP

	DECEMBER
· MERRY RESOURCE FAIR CELEBRATION

· Memberships due
· New officer’s first Executive Committee meeting
· No General Membership meeting



**Always subject to change

