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Butler Collaborative for Families





General Membership Meeting
Date: February 10th, 2022 10:00a.m.-11:30am
VIA ZOOM
The mission of the Butler Collaborative for Families is to build a unified and integrated network of services by using a multiple-agency approach to break down barriers and strengthen the system of care for individuals and families of Butler County.

I. Welcome and Introductions by Becky Clouse and introductions of the executive committee. Everyone else put their information in the chat.  New members also introduced themselves. 

II. Introduction of our BCF Coordinator, Tara Hackwelder.  She’s a small business owner and very involved in the community. She has a lot of background with different non-profits, teaching, etc. 
III. The Power of Collaborative Successes – By being able to communicate with each other, we can help people from falling through the gaps. We can also help those that may have already fell through the gaps.  Please help by bringing more people along to our meetings.  Join our Facebook group where we tackle more issues outside of meetings.  
IV. Youth Community Representative Nominations-can speak to and foster relationships with other organizations and institutions address youth community needs.  Open up nominations. This is a two year term with one additional meeting per month at the executive meeting.  We also have 2 committee retreats in March and August, 9 am to 3pm.  We utilize slack to maintain ongoing communications. We also have a dropbox for sharing information. Send an email to bcfcoordinator@gmail.com if you or someone else is interested. 
Motion 1: Motion to approve the minutes from January. Howie/Lindsey approved.  All in favor.
V. Subcommittee Reports:
Budget and Finance Committee – Janet Arida
Restricted:    $8238.00  

        Non-Restricted:      $32965.00
      Total:     $41203.00
Marketing Committee–  Howie  Dittman 

The Marketing Committee in collaboration with Butler County Young Professionals is excited to announce two professional mixers: 3/3/22 Recon Brewing and 10/6/22 Missing Links Brewery.  This is an unstructured opportunity for BCF members to meet and build relationships with business professionals around Butler County.  Appetizers are provided and registration requested.  A flyer with details will be sent in the next BCF Newsletter with a link to RSVP.
We are steering a pre-k to 12 collaborative group. Hopefully planning to start this in person in March. If interested, email helpingbutlercounty@gmail.com.
Resource and Development Committee – Dr. Elan Welter-Lewis 

If you or your organization would like to partner on a training for the community, please contact Dr. Elan Welter-Lewis at 724-284-9440.  Several training offerings to be announced soon.
VI. Partnering Collaborative Updates:
Butler County Prevention Council (BCPC)– Amanda Feltenberger  
The BCPC met last on January 20  Our next meeting will be held on Thursday, February 17 at 10am (via Zoom).  We finalized our community survey which is now being distributed.  The purpose of the survey is to gather input that will help us understand needs within our community in terms of child abuse prevention. This information will guide planning for programs, resources, trainings and other community events. If you have not already completed the survey, we ask that you please take a few minutes to do so at https://bit.ly/3jrXbrd.
Butler County Local Housing Options Team (LHOT) – Allyson Rose

Three volunteer street outreach teams completed the Unsheltered Point- in – Time (PIT) Count on January 27th. One team covered known areas during a night a count and two teams completed a day count.  The night count team was able to locate 5 individuals and one couple sleeping in their cars in Lowes, Sheetz and the Pilot (422) parking lots.  All were offered emergency shelter, none accepted and we are continuing to try to engage.  We have never found this many unsheltered homeless during the PIT Count.  The day count teams did not locate unsheltered homeless.

Thank you to those who volunteered to assist us with the count! 

Please Save the Date for 2022 Housing Summit on March 25th from 8:30 am to 4:30 pm at North Main Street Church of God. The purpose of the  summit is to bring together community leaders, housing agencies, non-profits and other community partners to have open, honest conversations about the current state of housing and to network, learn, and identify possible housing solutions with the goal of enhancing housing choices in Butler County.
Butler County Early Care and Education Council (ECEC) – Julie Thumma
The Butler County Early Care & Education Council (ECEC) is a community-wide collaboration focused on helping Butler County’s youngest children grow up healthy, safe and ready to succeed in school.

 Next meeting -Zoom on Thursday, 2/17/2022  1:00p.m. - 2:30 p.m. 

During this meeting, we will discuss updates regarding issues in early learning, early childhood mental health, children’s health and safety, Kindergarten transition/Registration, and Family engagement opportunities. All are welcome!
Save-the Date: The Power of One Caring Adult (Josh Shipp): April 5, 2022- 6:30 p.m, Free Event for Professionals and Families, Live at Seneca Valley, streamed at Butler and Slippery Rock SD. This event is for ALL members of our community including families with children/grandchildren of all ages, Pre-K to 12 educators and YOU!
Coming Soon!
· Butler County Week of the Young Child Celebration! – April 2022. Watch for an invitation for your agency/business to sponsor/participate in this year’s activities which will focus on helping children manage their emotions. We are making bags to hand out at Butler County libraries. We will also have some virtual opportunities.
· Kindergarten Registration Campaign – Many kindergarten registration events begin this month. Information regarding registration activities for each school district will be available soon to share widely with families.

Butler County Safe Kids Committee – Jill McDonald
Safe Kids Committee has purchased new bike helmets with the DOT/IUP grant. We partnered with a local business: Gilly’s Wheelhouse. We are awaiting delivery and Family Pathways has agreed to store them. Our next meeting is 3/10/22 at 9am. Hoping to do some outreach in the spring. Awaiting for bike helmet order to come in to distribute bike helmets to children.  
VII. Grant Opportunities

a. The 2021 Butler County Bar Association Foundation Grant Application is now available on the BCBA website. Deadline for submissions is 5:00 PM on Monday, February 28 2022. You can access the application via the following link:  https://butlercountypabar.org/bcba_foundation
b. Stoughton Farm Foundation. Capacity building grant up to 25000 dollars. 

c. Faith Based organizations can now be a lead for our mini-grants in the fall. We will announce the grant opportunity in July, so that they can partner in a meaningful way with applications do October 31st. Visit the website for more information under membership.

d. If you know about any grants, please share. 

e. ANR- Zach Carlino is the grant writer that can help. 724.431.0095 (ANR)
f. Technical Assistance is offered at SRU Institute of Leadership. 
VIII. Open forum on Service Gaps, Resource Needs, and Community Needs

a. Transportation Insecurity has become more of an issue for individuals. It seems to be trending up due to vehicles that need repairs. People that don’t have income to fix these problems. Helping Butler County has been fixing as many as they can, but it seems like the same people are really helping out.   Are there any programs or resources that can help offset some of the costs that these people are facing?

i. Westminster Presbyterian Church used to host routine oil changes for people.  Not sure if they are still doing it, but contact Dale 724.283.4204. Even they are not doing it on a regular basis, I’m sure they may consider doing it as needed. 

ii.  Vo-techs were suggested as a way to get students learning and helping others. 

iii. KEYS at BC3…There is a $1500 financial assistance available for people that qualify for snap and other services.  There are special allowances for things like transportation and childcare.  They can get in Keys if they are interested in attending BC3, GED program, or attending. 

iv. What is the process if someone needs help? We put out a call to action.  Some times they have some money, but not enough to cover it all. We try to get any families connected to CCR.  We want to help them over time. United Way has gone with help with Catholic Charities in other counties as well. 
v. Does anyone have any knowledge for votech? Jill McDonald will reach out and see what they are doing.  

vi. SRU is working on anti-poverty.

b. PA 211-any client, employee can call 211. It is a huge database that has information from organizations. Organizations should make sure to keep their information up date.  They get connected with the programs that can help them. 
c. BCF would like to be a sharing point for 211. 

d. Children’s Advocacy Center is pursuing accreditation.  We are intentional about collaborating with organizations that help with healing victims of human trafficking. We are looking for organizations, private practices that work with trauma victims.  We would like to find some partner agencies up near Karn City, the border of Armstrong and Venango, and down near Cranberry Township area.  We would like to build some more connections in these areas.  Please reach out to us.  
i. Neighborhood Legal also works with these families to get them through the court system. 

ii. Wendy Beeching does private practice, trauma based, but they aren’t accredited with public assistance.  
e. Resource and Development Committee would love to have speakers come into talk to people. If you have any knowledge that you can train us on, it would be great to have you come in. 
IX. Agency Updates

a. Please support your local Girl Scouts this year. They are donating to a lot of organizations, so buying cookies allows them to do this. They are having a roller coaster of a year, so please take the time to help them if you see them outside selling cookies. 

b. Matthew Zarit is looking to have professionals speak to his class that the impact that Covid had with how you did business. Especially non-profits, but businesses as well. Matthew.zarit@sru.edu
X. Next Meeting:  March 10th, 2022 
XI. Adjournment of Membership Meeting Jill/Josh approved
Attendance and Contact Info from Chat
Christy Bryan from Catholic Charities. Home Again Case Manager
Kris Bergstrom, Neighborhood Legal Services, bergstromk@nlsa.us

Wendy Beeching LCSW at Neighborhood Legal Services

Sheila Talarico, Glade Run stalarico@gladerun.org

Jesse Sprajcar, Director of Regional Impact Initiatives, United Way of Southwestern PA. Jesse.Sprajcar@unitedwayswpa.org

Danielle Schmidt   Dschmidt@Butlerecountycac.org

Caitlin Painter, caitlinjo@gmail.com

Melissa Clack - Positive Steps Therapy: melissaclack@positivestepstherapy.com; 724-612-7691

Josette.dau@sru.edu Josette Skobieranda Dau

Mara Flick - FSS Coordinator - Housing Authority of the County of Butler mara@housingauthority.com

Rev. Joel A. Benson Trinity Lutheran Church trinityalivepb@gmail.com

Katrina Konieczny-Early Learning Resource Center. Eligibility Manager. kkonieczny@earlylearningconnections.org

Erica Rusek, Heritage Hospice 724-524-0920 ericarusek@heritagehospicepa.com

Jill McDonald, 0-3 Early Intervention Coordinator, Butler County Human Services. Chair of the Safe Kids

Sharlie Dixon sdd1008@sru.edu 

Jessica Burr, Clinical Director of the Reach and Rise Group Youth Mentoring Program through Butler County Family YMCA - 724-287-4733 x136; jburr@bcfymca.org

Lorna Gavin Aging Gracefully 724-602-9559 Lorna.aging.gracefully@gmail.com

Lisa Hunt - USX Federal Credit Union - lmhunt@usxfcu.org - 724-779-4814

Mandy Geibel, Mental Health Association 724-287-3380 ageibel@sphs.org

Lindsey Campbell, Disabled Veteran Outreach SPecialist lindcampbe@pa.gov, (724) 496-6910

Linda Thoma, Community Health Center. 724-841-0980 lthoma@butlerhealthclinic.org

Susan Bowser Institute for Nonprofit Leadership at Slippery Rock University susan.bowser@sru.edu          724-738-2396

Amy Cirelli- Mental Health Specialist, Butler County Human Services. acirelli@co.butler.pa.us

Jill McDonald, jmmcdona@co.butler.pa.us 724-284-5114

Debbie Crum, Director of Outreach, Butler County Tourism.  Debbie@VisitButlerCounty.com  724-766-2340. 

Karan Steele Beacon Health Options. I'm the Prevention, Education, and Outreach Coordinator karan.steele@beaconhealthoptions.com

Joshua Strelbicki, Assistant Director, Children's Advocacy Center of Butler County.  jstrelbicki@butlercountycac.org; 724-431-3689

Janet Arida, Outreach & Education Coordinator at the Highmark Caring Place, a grief support center for kids and families. janet.arida@highmark.com 412-544-1567

Becky Clouse - BMH 724-284-6207

Jessica Reed, Outreach Manager at Center for Community Resources jreed@ccrinfo.org, 724-431- 3763

Kaeleen Martin, VOICE kaeleen@voiceforvictims.com

Ken Clowes Butler County Community College - Community Leadership Initiatives Kenneth.clowes@bc3.edu 724)-287-8711 Ext. 8172

Jim Smith
Associate Pastor @ St. John's Reformed Church and former Fiduciary for the BCF as the Director of Programs at CCR

Chris Ebner - Fishing For Memories, Inc.  Every Child connected to Family, Community, and the Outdoors.  724-712-4160

Maizee Zaccone - Outreach and Volunteer Advocate - VOICe - maizee@voiceforvictims.com
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