Butler Collaborative for Families

www.butlerfamilies.com
General Membership Meeting
Date: March 11, 2021 10:00a.m. 
ZOOM MEETING 
The mission of the Butler Collaborative for Families is to build a unified and integrated network of services by using a multiple-agency approach to break down barriers and strengthen the system of care for individuals and families of Butler County.

I. Josh welcomed everyone and asked to put information in chat to introduce themselves. 
II. Approval of February minutes Jill/Howie
III. 2021 BCF Membership Drive currently open.  See below for types of memberships and payment options:
a. Membership benefits from 2020 end at the end of the month. 

b. Membership provides discounts for training. It provides email blasts of your information.  Members listed on the website. www.butlerfamilies.com. 

c. We offer a PayPal option online now.  Make sure you fill out the form for membership as well. Questions, email Glenda, bcfcoordinator@gmail.com
IV. Introduction of our Executive Board

a. Executive board is not the only ones who have the ability to suggest speakers.  Bring them to our attention if you any ideas. 

V. Presenter: Dr. Kathy Selvaggi and Erin Stewart RN BSN, Community Wellness Initiative,  Butler Health System
a. Jim Smith introduced Dr. Selvaggi and Erin Stewart. (Information on BCF flyer)

b. They both work very closely together.  The Health System needs to take a more active role and working on chronic diseases that plaque the community, obesity, hypertension, diabetes. The goal is how we work to help patients before they develop these things.  Goal is working with the community at controlling the diseases before they become chronic diseases. 

c. Hospitals do a needs assessment every three years when they are not for profit entities. Assessment was done in 2019 and you can access online. It tells us a lot about our community. Prior to covid, we had 29.6% poverty level in 16001.  It is critical that we collaborate more with community resources to help with these problems.   
d. We learned that food is the biggest problem. We are developing a food institute.  If you go to the hospital and you go to the right, we are converting it to a food institute.  The goal is to provide healthy nutritious food and how to use it.  Trying to get people to learn how to cook better for themselves. Butler City downtown is a food dessert, so overly processed foods are bought.  Our goal is to help educate people on how to use food and understand food labels.  Have you run out of money to pay for food or have you run out of food? This is how they will qualify.  Working through the cardiology department first.  They will be automatically referred if they answer yes to either question. Brianna Lamberger will be liaison.  We will provide 10 healthy meals per month off of this referral for 6 months. They will be educated with chefs on how to prepare this food.  They need to find out if they have the appropriate utensils. 
e. Erin Stewart-Teaching people how to cook on a budget, read labels, make SNAP purchases go further. If they have a disease, they will be linked to their Lifestyle Coaches programs to help with these things.  They will work with community partners to help find resources in the community to help the patients. 

f. We need to work as a community to help the community.  We have a lot of technology to utilize the space and fly with this program. It will take time, but we can make a difference. Talking to UPMC health plan down the road about getting reimbursements. Can we do this closer to downtown Butler in the future? Just starting, so we will start and then move forward as we see what works. 

g. Questions:  How do you envision this can get people involved in the education program before they reach the point that they are already at the hospital? One way is to work with other places to be satellites, such as churches.  We can live stream chef demonstrations.  We want to get to people before they develop chronic illnesses.  We want to get out in the community. 
h. Butler YMCA has a commercial grade kitchen that would be right in the middle of town that we used to do cooking classes in. We would be happy to partner with this program.  We would be somewhere in town that will help.  

i. Childcares know who need help with food, so reaching to them would be helpful in identifying those that need.  

j. The goal is to supporting our community in all ways. Working with our local farmers. 

k. Many people really don’t understand how to read labels. Bringing family members along will be a good asset.  

l. They are going to have a lot of information given to them. 

m. They have not defined income limits, just their two screen questions. School districts could do referrals in the future, but not ready for that yet. They have had many discussions with many organizations; we just need to get this on the road. There are always a few people that will abuse the system, but we really need to help whoever needs the help. 

n. Right now for referrals for patients that are food insecure. The lifestyle coaching classes are available to anyone in the community for the education purpose. These are all free to the community. Go to: https://www.butlerhealthsystem.org/Services/Lifestyle-Coaching.aspx
o. It is great that you have found a practical way to bring something to fruition. It is great to help bring a long lasting effect on these families.

p. Brianna Lamberger has worked with kids in the past, so we know eventually we will need to help kids learn too in the future. We are looking to have other ways of finding easy nutritious recipes for younger kids to make. 

q. As long as people have access to a phone, they can dial in for classes. They will still get items. Small classes may be held at the hospital in the near future. 

r. Let us know how the community can support this initiative. 

s. Clarion county is now part of the Butler Health System so hoping to replicate this there. 

t. Lighthouse is working with Fishbone ministries for the cooking classes. 

VI. Subcommittee/ Ad-hoc Committee Reports

a. Glenda will be resigning from her position as coordinator. She has been the coordinator since July 2016, after serving as a Community Representative on the committee. She will still be involved and she has appreciated everything the collaborative has done.  We will be actively seeking someone to fill the position. It is contracted through ANR and is about 8 to 10 hours a week.  Let us know if you know anyone interested. Thank you for all you have done Glenda. 

Budget and Finance – Janet Arida, janetarida@gmail.com
 Restricted: $10,229.65        Unrestricted: $24,088.53       Total: $34,318.18 
Butler County Prevention Council – Amanda Feltenberger  AFeltenb@co.butler.pa.us 

The Butler County Prevention Council is beginning to work on the first renewal of its 3-year strategic plan.  We will be reaching out to the community and partner agencies to gather feedback about needs and gaps that we will use to drive the development of the plan.  We are also continuing to promote the Front Porch Project training, which is a training for absolutely anybody that focuses on helping community members understand the role they can play in preventing child abuse.  If your organization or group would be interested in hosting this free training, contact Amanda Feltenberger at afeltenb@co.butler.pa.us.  The next meeting (via zoom) of the BCPC is scheduled for March 18th at 10am.  If you are interested in participating, let Amanda know.
Butler County Early Care and Education Council (ECEC) – Julie Thumma  jthumma@lifesteps.net
The Butler County Early Care & Education Council (ECEC) is a community-wide collaboration focused on helping Butler County’s youngest children grow up healthy, safe and ready to succeed in school.

The next Council meeting will be held Thursday, April 22, 2021 from 10:00 – 11:30 pm via Zoom.  If you are interested in attending but do not receive the Zoom information please contact Council Coordinator, Julie Thumma at jthumma@lifesteps.net .

 

·         Kindergarten Registration and Transition: BCF Members should have received information about Kindergarten Registration for all school districts in Butler County except Seneca Valley which will be released soon. Please share with families to assist them in making a smooth transition.
·         Week of the Young Child Celebration: The ECEC is seeking community support for the 2021 Butler County Week of the Young Child Celebration in April. This year’s activities will not include an in-person event, but will offer families the opportunity to pick up “Bugging out” activity bags from local libraries and participate in fun learning activities through an online Virtual Learning Experience. If you would like to participate in the activities or partner to sponsor the event, please contact Julie Thumma at jthumma@lifesteps.net for more information.

Local Housing Options Team – Allyson Rose ARose@co.butler.pa.us
No new updates. 


 Marketing –  Howie  Dittman helpingbutlercounty@gmail.com
Engage more broadly with businesses across Butler County. Open to any input on how we can do this to increase this sector with the BCF. 

Resource and Development – Elan Welter-Lewis   elanwl@familypathways.net
Training and development: Thank you for all who completed our survey at the last General Meeting. We will be meeting to discuss the results and how to address your training needs following today's meeting at 11:45am via Zoom. Please join us! 

Safe Kids – Jill McDonald  jmmcdona@co.butler.pa.us 

Met this morning and we will participate in the Week of the Young Child event with information in the bags. SK brochures will also go in Family Pathways’ packets. 
VII. Identified client related gaps

a. If 16 year old leaves Maternity Inn and isn’t fully emancipated, how can we help them? CYS will be able to help. 

VIII. Announcements:

a. Butler CAC has a lot of blankets that they can share with an organization that can benefit. Contact Josh. Sheila Talarico can use them to give to families in their Wellness Program.

b. On Monday, Food bank will be driving veggie boxes around so let her know if you need any for your organization. 

c. Thursday, April 29th, 6pm Butler CAC grand opening. 

IX. Next Meeting: April 8, 2021 Location TBD
X. Adjournment Allen/Jill
